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Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.  
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FOREWORD:  A WORD TO PASTORS AND TEACHERS 
 

What would you have wantedé ideallyé when you were saved?  Many people that I have 

encountered during ministry would say that when they were saved they had very little help 

growing as a Christian.  Often new believers may live many years before they enjoy a grasp of 

some of the basic steps along the path left by our Lord.   

 

Like a new baby breathes his first breath, the life of faith is begun in prayer of repentance and 

faith.  Then, like a new infant, the new believer should soon be hungry for spiritual food.  The 

Word of God is our spiritual food.   The Lord Jesus taught us that ñMan shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of Godò (Matthew 4:4). 

 

Many are simply told to ñread the Gospel of John;ò but there is so much to learn for the new 

believer.  As Ephesians 2:8-10 makes clear: we are not saved by works, but we are saved to do 

good works.  The Scripture says: 

 

 ñFor by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 

 the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should 

walk in them.ò 

 

Keeping the Ten Commandments of the Old Testament or the New Testament commands of 

Christ will not save anyoneðbut someone who has been saved by Christ should want to know 

what is moral, what is right, what pleases their new Lord. 

 

When I was saved, I would have loved to have had all of the commands of Christ very simply 

arranged for a new discipleðand someone who was already far down the path of obedience to 

help me as I took my first steps.  The New Testament says that as we ñmake disciplesò we are to 

baptize them and teach them to observe Christôs commands.   

 

This short book contains the commands of Christ in a practical arrangement for new Christians.  

It is my hope that it will help many as they begin the journey along the path of obedience and 

growth in discipleship that leads to full joy. 

 

Jesus is Lord! 

 

R. Kirk Kilpatrick, 

Disciple of Jesus Christ 
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PART I  

MAKING DISCIPLES  
 

INTRODUCTION  

 

When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 

He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow Me.ò  Mark 8:34 

 

Who are you?  Why are you here?  Where are you going? 

 

Do you believe in God?  Do you believe that sin is real?  If you believe in God and in the reality 

of sin, then how can someone be made right with God?   

 

Can you have peace in your heart that you will be in heaven when you die?  Can you know where 

you will spend eternity?  The answers to these questions are found in the Word of God. 

 

If you have been thinking about spiritual things, then there is no better time than the present to 

follow Jesus.  Have you been saved?  If so, you are to be a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ!  He 

calls His disciples to follow Him. 

 

 

 

I -1.  Some Elementary Revealed Truths 

 

I -1 A.   The Nature of God 

 

The Bible teaches us that without faith it is impossible to please God: 

Hebrews 11:6 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

 

 

God has revealed Himself through nature: 

Psalm 19:1-4 

The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.  

Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge.  

There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.  

Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

 

 

God has revealed Himself through Scripture and by His Son: 

Hebrews 1:1-3 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 

has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of 

His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged 

our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
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God is Holy (this is the most important concept when it comes to Godôs nature): 

Isaiah 6:1-3 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the 

train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he 

covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one cried to another 

and said:  ñHoly, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

The whole earth is full of His glory!ò  

 

 

God has revealed that He desires to forgive sinðbut He will not clear the guilty: 

Exodus 34:6-7 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and 

truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means 

clearing the guiltyé 

 

 

The only way for sin to be forgiven is by atonement prescribed by Him: 

Leviticus 17:11-12 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul. 

 

Romans 3:19-26 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every 

mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 

of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now 

the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who 

believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being 

justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as 

a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

 

Hebrews 9:27-28 

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once 

to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart 

from sin, for salvation. 

 

 

God is our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, and the Judge of all people: 

Isaiah 40:28 

Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The everlasting God, the Lord, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.  His understanding is 

unsearchable.  

 

Job 19:25-27 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;  

And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, Whom I shall see 

for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  
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Revelation 4:9-11 

Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, 

who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne 

and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

ñYou are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and 

by Your will they exist and were created.ò  

 

Revelation 20:11-15 

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 

fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 

before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. 

And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 

books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 

were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades 

were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And anyone not found written in the 

Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

 

Summarizing many scriptures on the nature of God, The Baptist Faith and Message says: 

 

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal 

Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in 

holiness and all other perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect 

knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions 

of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The 

eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct 

personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being (BFM, 2000). 

 

 

I -1 B.  The Nature of the Word of God 

 

The Word of God is made up of two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.  The Old 

Testament begins with the books of Moses and continues through the history of Israel until the 

fifth century BC.  Forty human writers, writing over a period of more than fifteen hundred 

yearsðeach under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, produced the magnificent, Holy 

Bible.   

 

This book focuses on the basic commands of Christ to His disciples recognizing these things 

should be the ABCôs, the first steps, of our walk with Jesus.  They are foundational truths that 

should never be forgotten and should be fine-tuned throughout life.  From the call of the Gospel 

to ñRepent and Believeò to the commands of Jesus that are for the mature believer, a lifetime 

journey of trials, testing, joy, and reward awaits the new believer.  

 

While the emphasis in this book is upon the New Testament, all of the Word of God has value for 

believers.  As a whole, the Scripture is so deep that there are not enough lifetimes to plum its 

depths fully.  There is light for our path, bread for our hunger, weapons for our warfare, and 

personal wealth that cannot be taxed and never passes away. 

 

Matthew 4:4 

It is written, MAN  SHALL NOT LIVE  BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT 

PROCEEDETH OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD." 
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Matthew 5:17 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 

fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 

pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." 

 

Luke 24:44 

ñé all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and in the prophets and 

in the Psalms concerning Me." 

 

John 17:17 

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 

 

Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 

2 Timothy 2:15 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness:  that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 

good works. 

 

1 Peter 1:24-25 

FOR ALL FLESH IS AS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAN AS THE FLOWER OF 

GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERETH, AND THE FLOWER THEREOF FALLETH AWAY:  

BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOREVER.  And this is the word which by the 

Gospel is preached unto you. 

 

1 Peter 2:2 

As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby. 

 

A Simple Chronology of the Old Testament 

(4 events, 3 names, 2 dates) 

 

Creation Fall Flood Tower  Abram         Moses   David   722* 586**  

________________________________________________________________________ 

     BC ~ 2000         ~1500     ~1000 

 

   *   Fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel to Assyria 

   ** Fall of the Southern Kingdom of Judah to Babylon 

 

Thirty-Nine Books of the Old Testament 

Law/Torah/Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

History: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 

Poetry:  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 

Major Prophets:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 

Minor Prophets:  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 
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Twenty-Seven Books of the New Testament 

Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

Acts of the Apostles 

Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 

Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude, 

Revelation 

 

I -1 C.  Who is Jesus that I should obey Him? 

 

Jesus was called both ñLordò and ñChrist.ò  Lord means ñOwner/Rulerò and was used in the Old 

Testament of God Himself.  Christ means ñAnointed One.ò It was the title that pointed to the One 

promised by the prophets.  Jesus is His name.  The angel said, ñyou shall call His name Jesus, for 

He will save His people from their sinsò (Matthew 1:21).  Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew) is made up 

of two parts:  1) the name of God and 2) the verb to save.  His name means ñThe LORD saves.ò 

 

Mark 9:7 

And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is 

My beloved Son. Hear Him!" 

 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in 

the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made 

that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  

 

 

I -1 D.  Who were His Apostles that I should obey them? 

 

Matthew 10:2-4 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 

Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:9-11 

[Paul] For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 

was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which 

was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  

John 15:20 

Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they 

persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours 

also....And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:37 

If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I 

write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 
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I -2.  The Gospel:  According to the Scriptures: The Old Testament  

 

The salvation of God was planned by Him before creation and was progressively revealed.  The 

Apostle Paul pointed to the Old Testament scriptures being fulfilled by the Lord Jesus. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received 

and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached 

to you ð unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He 

rose again the third day according to the Scripturesé 

 

The apostle Paul emphasized that ñChristò (the Anointed One, the promised Messiah) died, was 

buried, and was raised from the dead ñaccording to the scriptures.ò  The scriptures that Paul 

referenced were the Old Testament scriptures that contained prophecies of Jesus. 

 

I -2 A.  In the Garden 

 

The book of Genesis gives us the story of creation as recorded by Moses.  Moses received the 

account as direct revelation from God.  For forty years Moses communed with God and wrote the 

first five books of the Bible; and according to tradition also the book of Job.  Exodus 33:11 

records, ñAnd the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend . . .ò 

 

Genesis records the fall of Adam and Eve through sin.  Satan tempted Eve saying that they would 

be ñlike gods knowing good and evilò if they ate of the fruit of the tree of the Knowledge of Good 

and Evil.  The temptation was to idolatry.  They did not simply commit a sin of disobeidience.  

They entered into the same sin as the Devilôs own rebellionðand fell under the same 

condemnation.  All other sins are symptoms of the sin of idolatry.   

 

That is why the first of the Ten Commandments is ñno other gods.ò  To desire to be equal with 

God or to replace Him is idolatry.  To substitute your will for Godôs will is idolatry.  The lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life are all symptoms of the sin of idolatry.  The 

believer humbly says, in following the example of Jesus, ñNot my will, but Thy will be done.ò 

 

Adam and Eve first tried to cover themselves with fig leaves; but they left the Garden clothed by 

God with animal skins.  That is the record of the first deathsðand the first sacrifices. 

 

I -2 B.  The Two Altars 

 

Genesis 4 relates the account of Adam and Eveôs two sons who chose different occupations.  Cain 

was a farmer while Abel kept the flock.  When they decided to approach God in worship, they 

both made an altar.  At the beginning of human history these two altars anticipated all religions to 

come.  Every religion finds its roots in either Cainôs altar or Abelôs altar. 

 

Cain brought the best of his crops that he had grown by the sweat of his brow.  Abel brought the 

best of his flock to his altar to offer them to God in simple faith hoping in the grace of God.  But 

the Lord rejected the offering of Cain because sin cannot be atoned for by our labor.  God 

accepted the offering of Abelôs altar because Abel came before the Lord in simple faith hoping in 

the grace of God. 
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I -2 C.  Abraham and Isaac 

 

Abraham lived about 2000 years before the birth of Christ.  Genesis 12 is the record of the call of 

Abraham.  God promised that He would make Abraham a great nation even though he did not 

have a son.  When Isaac was born, Abraham rejoiced.  Yet when Isaac was a teenager, the Lord 

called on Abraham to take Isaac, his only son, the son that Abraham lovedðto a mountain in the 

land of Moriah that God would show to him and offer him there as a burnt offering (Genesis 22).   

 

Abraham must have been grieved and confused at first; but he obeyed God and went to the place 

where they could see the top of the mountain from a distance.  Abraham took the wood of the 

offering and placed it upon his son Isaacôs back.  They walked on together.   

 

Isaac noticed the wood and the fire and the knife in his fatherôs hand.  He asked, ñWhere is the 

lambò for the sacrifice, father.  Abraham said, ñGod will provide Himself a lamb.ò  When they 

arrived at the place of sacrifice, Abraham bound Isaacôs hands and placed him on the wood and 

raised the knife.  But the Lord stopped him and said that now he knew that Abraham truly loved 

the Lord since he had not withheld his only son from him.  Then Abraham looked up and saw a 

ram caught by its horns in a thicket.  He offered the ram in the place of Isaac and called the name 

of the place ñThe LORD will provide.ò 

 

Centuries later Moses said, ñas it is said to this day, in the mount of  the Lord it shall be seenò 

(Genesis 22:14).  One thousand years after Abraham, David would make that mountain his capital 

city.  Davidôs son Solomon would build the temple there (2 Chronicles 3:1).  Two thousand years 

after Abraham named that place, John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said, ñBehold the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the worldò (John 1:29).  God the Father sent His only begotten 

Son to earth to carry the wood of His sacrifice to the place where He was crucified.   

 

I -2 D.  The Law of God 

The Ten Commandments of the Old Testament act like a ñschool teacherò to bring us to Christ.  

We are brought to Christ by them because we realize that we have not kept them.  Just as the Law 

brought the Israelite to the doorway of the Tabenacle with a lamb to offer for their sins; so the 

Law points us to Christ, the One who was pictured by the Tabernacle. 

 

 
The Ten Commandments 

Exodus 20:1-18 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

 

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

bondage. 

 

 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 

 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that 

 is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

 earth: 

 

 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a  

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the  third and  

fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that  
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love me, and keep my commandments. 

 

 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him  

guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

 

 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy  

work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any  

work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy 

cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and  

earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord  

blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

 

 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the  

 Lord thy God giveth thee. 

 

 Thou shalt not murder. 

 

 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

 

 Thou shalt not steal. 

 

 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

 

 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor  

is manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy  

neighbour's. 

 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 

 

 

 

The Ten Commandments may be divided between 1) Commandments that deal with our 

relationship to God (the first four commands); and 2) Commandments that deal with our 

relationship to others (the last six commands).  [This division will be used later for the New 

Testament commands of the Lord Jesus].  God calls His people to love Him and to love others: 

 

Mark 12:28 

Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that  

He had answered them well, asked Him, "Which is the first commandment of all?" Jesus  

answered him, "The first of all the commandments is: 'Hear, O Israel, the LORD our  

God, the LORD is one. 'And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with  

all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first  

commandment. "And the second, like it, is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as  

yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 

 

The Commandments of the Old Testament are still important for use in evangelism.  They remind 

us that ñall have sinnedò against the Holy God.  They also teach us morality, and in this way they 

are always important for believers. 
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I -2 E.  Prophecies of the Messiah 

 

Centuries before the birth of Jesus, God spoke through the prophets of the Old Testament and 

they prophesied that Jesus would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14, 700 BC), that He would be born 

at  Bethlehem (Micah  5:2, 685 BC), that He would be God in flesh (Isaiah  9:6-7). 

 

The prophets spoke of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (Zechariah 9:9, 520 

BC).  They prophesied that He would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12).   

They prophesied His Death, Burial, and Resurrection (Isaiah 53, 700 BC; Daniel 9:25, 550 BC;  

and Psalm 22, 1000 BC). 

 

The prophets spoke not only of His mission of salvation with His first coming, but also of His 

second coming to judge the world in righteousness (Isaiah 61:1-3, Daniel 7:13-14). 

 

When the Kingdom of Judah was cut down like a tree, the prophets spoke of Jesus as the coming 

ñBranchò from the line of David: 

 

700 BC Isaiah 4:2    (The Beautiful Branch) 

700 BC Isaiah 6:13   (The Branch from the stump of Judah) 

700 BC Isaiah 11:1    (The Branch from Jesse's household) 

  (On the community of the Branch--Isaiah 60:21 & 61:3) 

600 BC Jeremiah 23:5-6  (The Righteous Branch) 

600 BC Jer 33:15-16  (The Righteous Branch) 

590 BC Ezekiel 29:21  (The horn that will "sprout") 

520 BC Zechariah 3:8  (My Servant the Branch) 

520 BC Zechariah 6:12   (The man whose name is The Branch) 

Matthew 2:23  (He shall be called a Natsarene1) 

  Acts 24:5  (The Natsarenesðfollowers of Jesus) 

 

Hundreds of prophecies were given anticipating His coming.  Every time in the New Testament 

that Jesus is called ñChristò it is a reference to His fulfillment of all that the prophets foretold. 

 

 

I -2 F.  The Letter to the Church at Rome 

 

The first letter written to any church in the New Testamenté the longest letter written to any 

church in the New Testament is the book of Romans.  The book of Romans was written by the 

Apostle Paul when the church at Rome was in its infancy.  Paul wrote to them about the most 

important topic:  How to be saved.  Reading this letter in the New Testament is like walking 

down the road of salvation. 

 

Do you remember the altars of Cain and Abel?  Cain tried to approach God through good works 

represented by the fruits and grains on his altarðbut there is nothing that we can do to save 

ourselves.  Long ago the Apostle Paul left behind this salvation road in the Word of God.  The 

 
1 Jesus the Nazarene does not signify "Nazarite"ðbecause it is not a "z."  The Greek equivalent to 

"z" (z) leads us at first to think of Hebrew "z" = z (zayin).  While Hebrew has a "z," Greek did not have a 

"ts" consonant.  Hence in Greek they rendered the Hebrew (x) "ts" as the Greek "z" (z).  Hence we read in 

English, "He shall be called a Nazarene" when it should be understood, "He shall be called Natsarene [i.e. 

"the Branch"]." 
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letter to the church at Rome in the New Testament details an approach to God that is exactly like 

the approach of Abel in the Old Testament.  From the beginning of the history of worship, Abel 

came to God through simple faith hoping in the grace of God. 

 

He who has ears to hear, let him hear! (Matthew 11:15) 

 

 

The Golden Road of Salvation 

 

Romans 1:15-17 

So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 

that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

 

Romans 3:10-23 

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is 

none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with 

their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of 

cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their 

ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 

every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law 

is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 

witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 

Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and 

come short of the glory of God. 

 

Romans 5:12 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 

all men, for that all have sinned. 

 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Romans 10:9-10 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 

hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

 

Romans 10:13 

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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I -3.  The Call of the Gospel: Repentance and Faith 

 

Matthew 4:17 

From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

 

Revelation 22:17 

And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who 

thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 

 

 

A Sinnerôs Prayer 

 

  Dear God, 

 

  I know that I am a sinner. 

  I am sorry for my sin. 

  More than sorryðI am willing to turn from my sins and follow Jesus. 

  I believe that He died for me, and was buried, and was raised from the dead. 

  So I call on His name:  Save me Lord Jesus.  Please forgive me of my sins. 

  Father, thank You for saving me through faith in Your Son. 

  Lord Jesus, help meðnow that You have saved meðto follow You. 

  Holy Spirit, please fill me and use my life for Christôs glory. 

  In Jesusô name I pray, 

 

  Amen. 

 

 

 
Questions: 

 

1.  What is the most important concept when it comes to Godôs nature? 

 

 

2.  What does holy mean? 

 

 

3.  How has God revealed Himself? 

 

 

4. What is the Gospel? 

 

 

5. Why did God receive Abelôs offering and not Cainôs offering? 

 

 

6. What are the steps along the ñGolden Road of Salvationò found in the Letter to the 
early church at Rome? 

 

 

7. How can anyone be made right with God? 
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PART II  
 

BAPTIZING THEM  

 

 
What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Oh, precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow. 

No other fount I knowð 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

 
II -1.  What can Wash away my sin? 

 

Baptism does not saveðit cannot save.  Washing the body cannot cleanse the soul.  In the Old 

Testament, God told Moses that atonement came through the blood of the sacrifice.  In Leviticus 

17:11, God said to Moses, ñFor the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you 

upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement 

for the soul.ò  All of the sacrifices of the Old Testament pictured the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

The New Testament makes clear that we are justifiedðmade right with Godðby faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Paul wrote in Romans 5:1-2, ñTherefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.ò 

 

 

II -2.  The Command of Christ 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen. 

 

 

II -3.  The Form of Water Baptism 

 

The Lord Jesus commanded immersion because it pictures death and resurrection.  While baptism 

doesnôt save us, it is important to obey the Lord Jesus.   

 

Romans 6:3-6 

 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
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up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For 

if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 

his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 

Colossians 2:11-13 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him  in baptism, wherein 

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 

dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 

together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses. 

 

 

 

The New Testament was written in Greek.  If Jesus had meant something else, then He could 

have used some other word; for in the Greek language there are words for sprinkle, pour, or some 

other form.  The word ñbaptizeò meant immerse.  Outside of the New Testament, the Greek word 

ñbaptizeò was used to describe the process of dying cloth, making pickles, tanning leather, and 

even sinking ships.   

 

 

 

II -4.  Water Baptism Pictures the Historic Nature of the Gospel 

 

When a new believer is immersed, it pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  

Every time it is a testimony to the faith of the new believer and it is a witness to any who are 

there to see it.  This is a way for the new believer to witnessðto tell others about their faith in 

Christ. 

 

As they are baptized, they are: 1) bearing witness to the historic death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus; 2) proclaiming that they are dying to an old way of living and rising to follow Jesus in a 

new way; and 3) picturing the truth of the future resurrection of the body of the believer. 

 

Just as Jesus died, was buried, and rose againðso, one day, in the resurrection, Jesus will raise 

their mortal body. 

 

 

II -5.  A Brief History of Baptism 

 

II -5 A.  The Mikveh 
 
Before the coming of Jesus, there were various ritual washings performed by the Jews.  Besides 
washing hands and feet, there were quite a few occasions when they would be washed in a 
ñmikveh.ò  A mikveh (plural, mikv'ot) was a small pool for ritual immersion.  There were 
purification rites prescribed by the law for converts to Judaism, for lepers if they had been 
cleansed, priest in the temple before service, for women monthly, for men on the eve of Yom 
Kippur (the Day of Atonement) and on other occasions before the feasts of the Jews. 
 

 

 

 



18 

 

II -5 B.  Baptism in the New Testament 

 

 

Baptism of John the Baptist 

Mark 1:5 

Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by 

him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 

 

The baptism of John the Baptist was a ñbaptism of repentanceò (Acts 19:4) to prepare the 

multitudes for the Messiah.  After John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God, it was 

not long before the disciples of Jesus were baptizing many more than John. 

 

 

Baptism Jesus Commanded in Water: Believerôs Baptism 

 

The story of the conversion of the man from Ethiopia is found in Acts 8:36-39. 

 

 

And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 

water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine 

heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And 

he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip 

and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit 

of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way 

rejoicing. 

 

 

The man from Ethiopia had been reading the scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  He was reading Isaiah 

53, the prophecy of the death and resurrection of Jesus written by Isaiah 700 years before Jesusô 

birth at Bethlehem.  Philip preached the Gospel to him and he believed.  After he believed, he 

wanted to follow the Lord Jesusô command about baptism.   

 

There was a qualification for baptism.  Philip told him: ñIf thou believest with all thine heart, 

thou mayest.ò  The Eunich made a profession of faith and then was allowed to be baptized.  The 

same qualification holds true today.  Believerôs baptism fulfills the command of Christ. 

 

 

Baptism Jesus Performs with the Holy Spirit 

 

The prophecy of John the Baptist is recorded that Jesus would bring the Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit in all four Gospels and the book of Acts. 

 

Matthew 3:11 

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 

Mark 1:8 

I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 3:16 
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John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, 

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 

John 1:33 

"I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see 

the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 

 

Acts 1:4-5 

ñAnd, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 

Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John 

truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.ò 

 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens at the moment of salvation.  A new believer normally does 

not have any sense that it is happening to them.  At the moment of repentance and faith, the Lord 

Jesus immerses them in the Holy Spirit and they become part of the spiritual ñbody of Christ.ò 

 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians who were divided over matters of water baptism: 

(1 Corinthians 1:10-17) 

ñNow I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 

thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by 

them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that 

every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? or Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I 

baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own 

name. And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized 

any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 

words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.ò 

 

To this church that was divided over the matter of baptism, Paul wrote of the baptism they had in 

common.  No matter who baptized them in water, all of them had been baptized by the Lord Jesus 

at the moment of salvation: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:13 

ñFor by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 

be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.ò 

 

Paul also taught that this is not the same thing as ñspeaking in unlearned languages.ò  While this 

sign accompanied the Holy Spiritôs presence on four occasions in the book of Acts, it was in each 

case a sign to the Jews.  This sign, however, did not normally accompany the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit as may be seen later in the same chapter.  In the same chapter that Paul taught that ñallò 

were baptized by one Spirit into one body, he also taught (by asking a series of questions that all 

have a negative answer) that not all speak with unlearned languages. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28-30 

ñAnd God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do 

all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?ò 
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The Jordan River 

 

 
Mikveh: An Ancient Ritual Bath (Judaism)
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II -6.  Baptism in the Early Church 

 

From Jerusalem to England: 

A List of Some of the Early Baptisteries for Immersion 

According to the Ancient Practice 

By the Command of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 
The Jordan 

 

 

Jerusalem 

 Mikvaôot 

 

 

Palestine 

 Jabaliya, Gaza 

 Shivta 

 Mampsis (Mamshith) 

  Avdat 

 Petra 

 Capernaum 

 Tabga 

 Mt. Nebo 

 

 

Syria 

 Dura-Europas 

 Aquileia 

 

 

Africa  

 Carthage (Bir Ftouha) 

 Koptos 

 Sbeitla, Tunesia 

 

Asia Minor  

 Alahan, Isauria 

 Ephesus  

  Basilica of St. Johnôs  

  Church of the Virgin  

 Nemea 

 Constantinople: Hagia Sophia 

Greece 

 Salona 

 Ohrid, Macedonia 

 Orman, Macedonia (Plaosnik) 

 Philippi, Macedonia 

 Stobi, Macedonia 

 

Italy  

 Rome: The Lateran Baptistery 

 Florence 

 Milan 

 Pisa 

 Ravenna 

 Verbiana 

 

France 

 Aix  

 Fréjus 

 Naples 

 Nice-Cimienz 

 Riez 

 St. Jean in Poitiers 

 

 

Albania 

 Butrint 

 

Ukraine 

 Chersonesos, Uvarov Basilica 

 

England 

 Canterbury 

 Wiltshire: Converted Roman 

  Villa  

 

 

 

 

 

http://thepedia.com/define/Aix
http://thepedia.com/define/Fr%C3%A9jus
http://thepedia.com/define/Riez
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Jerusalem: A Mikveh south of the Temple 

 

 

 
A Mikveh in the Temple Precinct 

 

 

 
Avdat 

 

 

 

 
Capernaum 

 

 
Mampsis 

 

 
Shivta 
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Petra 

 

 
Alahan (Isauria) Turkey 

 

 
Sbeitla, Tunesia 

 
Philippi, Macedonia 

 

 
Ohrid, Macedonia 

 

 
Stobi, Macedonia 


