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Follow Me...

First Steps for New Believeds
Obeying the Commands of the Lord Jesus

Matthew28:1820
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore andnake disciplesof all the nationspaptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spitiéaching them to observe all things that | have
commanded yoy and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
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Luke 17:10 "So kewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded,
say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do."

(Art from the cover

% .

This aiginal artwork (here and on the coJehas beerprovided by Frd Rawlinson Fred has
been a true friend and | offerynsincerethanks tohim for his friendship, fellowshipand for
freely offering his skill as an artisthe painting depicts Psalm 2th¢ Psalm of the Caifixion),
Psalm 23 the Balm of the Good Shephewho leads us through the wail of the shadow of
death), and Psalm 24Qur Great High Priest who leads us on to Heaven



FOREWORD: A WORD TO PASTORS AND TEACHERS

What would you have want edéMandpeoplethagldbhavevhen you we
encountered during ministry would say that when they were saved they had very little help

growing as a Christian. Often new believers may live many years before they enjoy a grasp of

some of the basic steps along the path leftuniord.

Like a new baby breathéssfirst breath, the life of faith is begun in prayer of repentance and

faith. Then, like a new infant, the new believer should soon be hungry for spiritual food. The

Word of God is our spiritual food. ThelLorddes t aught wus that @AMan shall
alone, but by every word thptoceeds from the mouth of Go(Matthew 4:4).

Many are simply told to Aread the Gospel of John
believer. As Ephesians 23 makes lear: we are not saved by works, but we are saved to do
good works The Sripture says:

i F byrgrace you have been savibdough faith, and that not of yourselves; it is

the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmansh
created in Christ Jesusito good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should
wal k in them. o

Keeping the Ten Commandments of the Old Testament or the New Testament commands of
Christ will not save anyor@ebut someone who has been saved by €hhisuld want to know
what is moral, what is right, what pleases their new Lord.

When | was saved, | would have loved to have had all of the commands of Christ very simply

arranged for a new discifleand someone who was already far down the path of ateslte

help me as | took my first steps. The New Testamentsayasthva¢ fima ke di sci pl eso w
baptize themandt each t hem t o observe Christds commands

This shortbook contains the commands of Christ in a practical arrangement for new Christian
It is my hope thait will help manyas they begin the journey alotige path of obedience and
growth in discipleship that leads to full joy.

Jesus is Lord!

R. Kirk Kilpatrick,
Disciple of Jesus Clst



PART |
MAKING DISCIPLES

INTRODUCTION

When He had called the peopleHomself,with His disciples also,
He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his barkB8s34 , and foll ow Me.

Who are you? Why are you here? Where are you going?

Do you believe in God? Do you believetisa is real? If you believe in God and in the reality
of sin, then how can someone be made right with God?

Can you have peace in your heart that you will be in heaven when you die? Can you know where
you will spend eternity? The answers to thesestjans are found in the Word of God.

If you have been thinking about spiritual thintiegnthere is no better time than the present to

follow Jesus.Have you been saved? If so, you are to be a follower of the Lord Jesus Elerist!
calls His discipleso follow Him.

I-1. Some Elementary Revealed Truths

I-1 A. The Nature of God

The Bible teaches us that without faith it is impossible to please God:
Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God mustdéliaivHe is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

God has revealed Himself through nature:
Psalm 19:14
The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.
Day unto day utters speech, And night unto nighreals knowledge.
There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.
Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.

God has revealed Himself througbripture and by His Son:
Hebrews 1:13
God, wio at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His gharyhe express image of
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged
our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.



GodisHoly(t hi s i s the most i mportanrg) concept
Isaiah 6:13
In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the
train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he
covered his face, with two he covered feist, and with two he flew. And one cried to another
and said:fiHoly, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
The whole earth is full of His glorg!

God has revealed that He desires to forgivé it He will not clear the guilty:
Exodus 34:67
The Lord, tie Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means
clearing the guiltyé

The only way for sin to be forgiven is by atonement piesdrby Him:
Leviticus 17:1112
For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it to you upon the altar to make
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood thetkes atonement for the soul.

Romans 3:126
Now we know that whatever the laays, it says to those who are under the law, that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds
of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now
the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who
believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall shoré gfitiny of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as
a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His
forbearance God had passed over thethisiswere previously committed, to demonstrate at the
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one whthhias fai
Jesus.

Hebrews 9:2728
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgmentrisb Wés offered once
to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart
from sin, for salvation.

God is our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, and the Judge of all people:
Isaiah 40:28
Have you not known? Have yaot heard? The everlasting God, the Lord,
The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is
unsearchable.

Job 19:2827
For | know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;
And after my sk is destroyed, this | know, That in my flesh | shall see God, Whom | shall see
for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

whe



Revelation 4:911
Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Horsits on the throne,
who lives forever and ever, the twerfour elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne
and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:
fiYou are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory ahdnor and power; for You created all things, and
by Your will they exist and were created.

Revelation20:11-15
Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven
fled away. And there was found no place foerh. And | saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the
books.The sea gave upe dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Summarizing many scriptures thenature of GodThe Baptist Faith and Messagays:

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal
Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in
holiness and all other pedigons. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect
knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions
of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The
eternal triune Godeveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct
personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or (&fid, 2000.

-1 B. The Nature of the Word of God

The Word of God is made up of two pattee Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old
Testament begins with the books of Moses and continues through the hidgrgebtintil the

fifth century BC. Forty human writers, writing over a period of more than fifteen hundred
year® each under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, produced the magnificent, Holy
Bible.

This book focuses on the basic commands ofsCto His disciples recognizing these things
should be the ABC6s, the first steps, of our
should never be forgotten and should be-funeed throughout life. From thaall of the Gospel

to ARepehitiewae@ed Bo the commands of Jesus that
journey oftrials, testingjoy, and rewardwaits the new believer.

While the emphasis in this book is upon the New Testament, all of the Word of God has value for
believers. As a whole, the Scripture is so deep that there are not enough lifetimes to plum its
depths fully. There is light for our path, bread for our hunger, weapons for our warfare, and
personal wealth that cannot be taxed and never passes away.

Matthew 4:4
It is written,MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT
PROCEEDETHOUT OFTHE MOUTH OFGOD."



Matthew 5:17
Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill. For verily | say unto you, tl heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."

Luke 24:44
iné all things must be fulfilled which were
in the Psalms concerning Me."

John 17:17

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

2 Timothy 2:15
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 3:1617
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be pdtfeobughlyfurnished unto all
good works.

1 Peter 1:2£5
FOR ALL FLESH IS AS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAN AS THE FLOWER OF
GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERETH, AND THE FLOWER THEREOF FALLETH AWAY
BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOREVER. And this is the word whichHzy t
Gospel is preached unto you.

1 Peter 2:2
As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of\tfard, that you may grow thereby.

A Simple Chronology of the Old Testament
(4 events3 names, 2 dates)

Creation Fall Flood Tower Abram Moses David 722 586

BC ~ 2000 ~1500 ~1000

* Fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel to Assyria
** Fall of the Southern Kingdom of Judah to Babylon

Thirty-Nine Books of the Old Testament
Law/Torah/Pentateuch: Genedisxodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
History: Joshua, Judges, Ruthi2 Samuel, 2 Kings,1-2 ChroniclesEzra, Nehemiah, Bstr
Poetry. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastesg®bisolomon
Major Prophets: lIsaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel
Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

writt



TwentySevenBooks of the New Testament
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
Acts of the Apostles
Romans, 12 CorinthiansGalatiansEphesians, Philippians, Colossians} 1
Thessalonians,-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, Jameg, Reter,1-3 John, Jude,
Revehtion

-1 C. Who is Jesus that | should obey Him?

Jesus was called both ALordo and AChrist. o Lor o
Testament of God Hi mself. tiehitie ithat pointecttathes@ A Anoi nt e
promisedbyh e prophets. Jesus is His name. The ange
He will save His peopl e JésusfeshusiniHebrew)issmadesm ( Mat t he
of two parts: 1) the name of Gbhle aln@RR2)s dwves vaer

Mark 9:7
And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is
My beloved Son. Hear Him!"

John 1:15
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the begnning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made
that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

-1 D. Who were HisApostles that | should obey them?

Matthew 10:24
Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the taxcollector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was
Thaddaeus; Simon th@anaaniteand Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

1 Corinthians 15941
[Paul] For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apErstiesel
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me
was not in vain; but | labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. Therefore, whether it was | or theywsgpreach and so you believed.

John 15:20

Remember the word that | said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours
also...And you also will bear witess, because you have been with Me from the beginning.

1 Corinthians 14:37
If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which |
write to you are the commandments of the Lord.
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1-2. The Gospel: According tahe Scriptures; The Old Testament

The salvation of God was planned by Him before creation and was progressively revealed. The

Apostle Paul pointed to the Old Testament scriptures being fulfilled by the Lord Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:4

Moreover, brethen, | declare to you the gospel which | preached to you, which also you received
and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which | preached

to youd unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you first of all Wigth | also received:
that Christ died for our sireccording to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third daccording to the Scriptures

The apostle Paul emphasized that A Cled wvast 0

(the

buri ed, and was raised from the dead fAaccording

referenced were the Old Testament scriptures that contained prophecies of Jesus.
[-2 A. In the Garden

The book of Genesis gives us the story of tioeaas recorded by Mosedoses received the

account as direct revelation from God. For forty years Moses communed with God and wrote the

first five books of the Bible; and according to tradition also the book of Hgbdus 33:11
r e ¢ o And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend . . .

Genesis records the falf Adam and Eve through sin. Satan tempted Eve saying that they would

be fAli ke gods knowing good and evilddgeofiGobodt hey at

and Evil. The temptation was to idolatr¥hey did not simply commit a sin of disobeidience.
They entered into the s adnandfsliumderthesaméehe Devi
condemnation All other sins are symptoms ofakin of idolatry.

That is why the first of thdenCo mmand ment s i s Tdidesire tolelequal with o d s .

6s o

0

A

€

W

God or to replace Him is idolatry. To substitut

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride efdife all symptoms of the sin of idolatry. The

believer humbly says, in following the exampl e

Adam and Eve first tried to cover themselves with fig leaves; but they left the Garden clothed by

God with animakkins. That is the record of the first ded@tend the first sacrifices.
-2 B. The Two Altars

Genesis 4 relates the accounfofl a m a rs tivo $ornseho chose different occupationsCain
was a farmewhile Abel kept the flock.When they decided tapproach God in worship, they
both made an altar. At the beginning of human history these two altars anticippagtigions to
come. Every religion finds its roots in either Gaim at t Abel 6s al tar.

Cain brought the best of his crops that hé ga@wn by the sweat of his brow. Abel brought the
best of his flock to his altar to offer them to God in simple faith hoping in the grace ofB&ibd.

the Lord rejected the offering of Cain because sin cannot be atoned for by our labor. God
acceptedthe f f ering of Abel 6s altar because Abel
the grace of God.

came

(0
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[-2 C. Abraham and Isaac

Abraham lived about 2000 years before the birth of Christ. Genesis 12 is the record of the call of
Abraham. God promisettiat He would make Abraham a great nation even though he did not
have a son. When Isaac was born, Abraham rejoiced. Yet when Isaac was a teenager, the Lord
called on Abraham to take Isaac, his only son, the son that Abrahan® ltowvedmountain in the

land of Moriah that God would show to him and offer him there as a burnt offering (Genesis 22).

Abraham must have been grieved and confused at first; but he obeyed God and went to the place
where they could see th@p of the mountaifrom a distance. Alaham took the wood of the
of fering and placed it upon his son |Isaacb6s back

|l saac noticed the wood and the fire and the knif
| ambo for the sacrifdGodontprovifleeHimeed alamd Whberrttehh am s ai d,
arrived at the place of sacrifice, Abraham bound
raised the knife. But the Lord stopped him and said that now he knew that Abraham truly loved

the Lord since he had nofthheld his only son from him. Then Abraham looked up sand a

ram caught by its lras in a thicket. He offered the ram in the place of Isaac and called the name

of the place AThe LORD will ©provide. o

Centuries | ater Mo s easy ,s aiind ,t hilea smoiutnti sofs aitdh et oL otrh
(Genesis 22:14 One thousand years after Abraham, David would make that mountain his capital

city. Davidds son Sol o@c&moniales 3:1)d@wolthausandiears he t e mp |
after Aorahamnammd t hat pl ace, John the Baptist pointed
God who takes awa ylohnh2) Godtne FatHer senhHis omlyobegottrdo  (

Son to earth to carry the wood of His sacrifice to the place where He was crucified.

[-2D. The Law of God
The Ten Commandments of the Ol d Testament act |
We are brought to Christ by them because we realize that we have not kept them. Just as the Law
brought the Israelite to the doorwafyitbe Tabenacle with a lamb to offer for their sins; so the
Law points us to Christ, the One who was pictured by the Tabernacle.

The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:118
And God spake all these words, saying,

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought theeafuthe land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in thrauwdés the
earth:

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thyaaal
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children untdhing and
fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mamtytbhousands of them that




12

love me, and keep my commandments.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.Six days sbaliabour, and do all thy

work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thounsiab any
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nanggservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gateésr in sixdays the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the landtivich
Lord thy God giveth thee.

Thou shalt not murder.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighite)risor
is manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy

neighbour's.

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking: and when the people sathi&y removed, and stood afar off.

The Ten Commandments may be divided between 1) Commandments that deal with our
relationship to God (the first four commands); and 2) Commandments that deal with our
relationship to others (the last six commands).igHivision will be used later for thdew
Testament commands of the Lord Jésuzod calls His people to love Him and to love others:

Mark 12:28
Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that
He had answered threwell, asked Him, "Which is the first commandment of all?" Jesus
answered him, "The first of all the commandmaesitéHear, O Israel, the LORD our
God, the LORD is one. 'And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, wih all your mind, and with all your strength.' Tigghe first
commandment. "And the second, likeis this: "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself." There is no other commandment greater than these."

The Commandments of the Old Testament arersigortant for use in evangelism. They remind
us that #Aal/l have sinnedod agai nantdinthibvaythey | y
are always important for believers.

God.
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I-2 E. Prophecies of the Messiah

Centuries before the birth of Jes@mnd spoke through the prophets of the Old Testament and
they prophesied that Jesus would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7004BQ, that He would be born
at BethlehemNlicah 5:2, 685 BQ, that He would be God in flesh (Isaiah Fp

The prophets spakof Hs triumphal entry into Jerusalem &alm Sunday (Zechariah 9:9, 520
BC). They prophesied that He would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12).
They prophesied His Death, Burial, and Resurrection (Isaiah 53, 700 BC; Dani&dS0A5C;

and Psalm 22, 1000 BC).

The prophets spoke not only of His mission of salvation with His first coming, but also of His
second coming to judge the world in righteousness (Isaiah3 Daniel 7:1314).

When the Kingdom of Judah was cut dowreliktree, the prophets spoke of Jesus as the coming

ABrancho from the |ine of David:
700 BClsaiah 4:2 (The Beautiful Branch)
700 BClsaiah 6:13 (The Branch from the stump of Judah)
700 BClsaiah 11:1 (The Branch from Jesse's household)
(On thecommunity of the Branchlisaiah 60:21& 61:3)
600 BCJeremiah 23:% (The Righteous Branch)
600 BCJer 33:1516 (The Righteous Branch)
590 BCEzekiel 29:21 (The horn that will "sprout")
520 BCZechariah 3:8 (My Servant the Branch)
520 BCZechariah 6:12 (The man whose name is The Branch)
Matthew 2:23 (He shall be called Hatsarené)
Acts 24:5 (TheNatsarened followers of Jesus)

Hundreds of prophecies were given anticipating His coming. Every time in the New Testament
that Jesus 4 si tcailsl ed rfieCtherriesntce to His fulfill men

-2 F. The Letter to the Church at Rome

The first letter written to any church in the Ne
church in the New Testameistthe book oRomans. The book of Romans was written by the

Apostle Paul when the church at Rome was in its infancy. Paul wrote to them about the most

important topic: How to be saved. Reading this letter in the New Testament is like walking

down the road of salvain.

Do you remember the altars of Cain and Abel? Q#&ud to approach God through good works
represented by the fruits and grains on his @ltaut there is nothing that we can do to save
ourselves.Long ago the Apostle Paul left behind this salvatimad in the Word of God. The

! Jesus the Nazarene does not signify "Nazdritefcause it is not a "z." The Greek equivalent to
"z" (z) leads us at first to think of Hebrew "z"z£zayin). While Hebrew has a "z," Greek did not have a
"ts" consonant. Hence in Greek they rendered the HebdpWs(' as the Greek "z'z]. Hence we read in
English, "He shall be called a Nazarene" when it should be understood, "He shall bblatddndi.e.
"the Branch"]."
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letter to the church at Ronire the New Testamemtetails an approach to God that is exactly like
the approach of Abeh the Old TestamentFrom the beginning of the history of worship, Abel
came to God through simple fatttoping in the grace of God.

He who has ears to hear, let him hear! (Matthew 11:15)

TheGoldenRoad of Salvation

Romans 1:1517
So, as much as in me is, | am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at RofRoe hio.
not ashamed of the gospel dhrist: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

Romans 3:1023
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their thraatpen sepulchre; with
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their
ways: And the way of peace havey not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes.

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

Therefore by the deeds othe law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law

is the knowledge of sinBut now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is byJestisof
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no differémreall have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God

Romans 5:12
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men for that all have sinned.

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 10:910
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Romans 10:13
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
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I-3. The Call of the Gospel: Repentancerad Faith

Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Revelation 22:17
And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let im wh
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.
A Sinnerés Prayer
Dear God,
I know that lam a sinner.
| am sorry for my sin.
More than sorr§ | am willing to turn from my sins and follow Jesus.
| believe that He diedof me, and was buried, and was raised from the dead.
So | call on His nameSave me Lord Jesu®lease forgive me of my sins.
Fatherthank You for saving mehrough faith inY our Son
Lord Jesus, &élp mé& now thatY ou have saved ndeto follow Y ou.
Holy Spirit, please fil!/l me and use my |
I n J amwal pray, n

Amen.

Questions:

1. Whatisthemost i mportant concept wWhen it comes to

2. What does holy mean?

3. How has God revealed Himself?

4. What is the Gospel?

5. Why did God receive Abel 6s offering and not

6. What are the steps along the fAGol den Road of
early church at Rome?

7. How can anyone be made right with God?
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PART I
BAPTIZING THEM

What can waslway my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh, precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow.

No other fount | know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

II-1. What can Wash away my sin?

Baptism does not sadeit cannot save. Washing the body cannot cleanse the soul. In the Old

Testament, Gotbld Moses that atonement came through the blood of the sacrifice. In Leviticus
17:11, God said to Moses, f&ndlhavedivenititoybue of t he f
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement

f or t hAllofdhe satrificés of the Old Testament pictured the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus

Christ.

The New Testament meak clear that we aragtifiedd made right with God by faith in Jesus
Christ. Paul wrote iiRomans 5:12, Threfore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wieerei
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

II-2. The Command of Christ

Matthew 28:1920
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to olesall things that | have commanded you;
and lo, | am with you alwaygyvento the end of the age. Amen.

II-3. The Form of Water Baptism

The Lord Jesus commanded immerdi@tause it pictures death and resurrectidthile baptism
doesndt issimpoerant o sbey thetord Jesus.

Romans 6:356

Know ye not, that so many of us as wheptized into Jesus Christ wellgaptized into his
death? Therefore we areuried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ wasised
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up from the deadby the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For
if we have beemplanted together in the likeness of his deathwe shall be also ithe likeness of

his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, ttfz body of sin might

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

Colossians 2:1-13

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of ChBsiried with him in baptism, wherein

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, latichkened
together with him, havng forgiven you all trespasses.

The New Testament was written in Greek. If Jesus had meant somethjrigezidde could
have used some other word; for in the Greek language there are words for sprinkle, pour, or some
otherform. e wor d A b a p trsezCatdide wfehe Naw Testameat, the Greek word

fbapti zed was used to describe the proces|s of
even sinking ships.

II-4. Water Baptism Pictures the HistoricNature of the Gospel

When a new believes immersed, it pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
Every time it is a testimony to the faith of the new believer and it is a witness to any who are
there to see it. This is a way for the new believer to withésgell othes about their faith in

Christ.

As they are baptized, they afg bearing witness to the historic death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus?2) proclaimingthat they are dying to an old way of living and rising to follow Jesus in a
new way and 3) picturig the truth of the future resurrection of the body of the believer.

Just as Jesus died, was buried, and rose@gainone day, in the resurrection, Jesus will raise
their mortal body.

II-5. A Brief History of Baptism
I1-5A. The Mikveh

Before the oming of Jesus, there were various ritual washpegformed by the Jews. Besides
washing hands and feet, there were quite a few occasionstimyewould be washed in a
fimikveh 0 mikw&eh(plural, mikv'ot) was a small pool for ritual immersion hére were
purification rites precribed by the law for converts to Judaism, for lepers if they had been
cleansed, priest in the temple before service, for women monthly, for men on theYeve of
Kippur (the Day of Atonemen@ind on other occasions before thasfis of the Jews.

dyi



18

II-5B. Baptism in the New Testament

Baptism of John the Baptist
Mark 1:5
Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, wentluot tmd were albaptizedby
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.

The baptsmd John the Baptist was a fAbaptism of repen
multitudes for the Messiah. After John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God, it was
not long before the disciples of Jesus were baptizing many more than John.

BaptismJesusCommanded n Wat er : Believerds Baptism

The story of the conversion of the man from Ethiopia is founcis 8:3639.

And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See,|here is
water; what doth hinder me te tbaptized? And Philip saitf,thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest And he answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And
he commanded the chariot to stand sdifid they went down both into the water, both Philip
and the eunuch and he baptized him. And when they weome up out of the waterthe Spirit
of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way
rejoicing.

The man from Ethupia had been reading the scroll of the propkaiah. He was reading Isaiah

53, the prophecy of the death and resurrection o
birth at Bethlehem. Philip preached the Gospel to him and he believed. After he believed, he

wanted to f ol Icomnartdhabeuthaptend Jesusb

There was a qualificat ilbtmoulekevesttith plitthinemeart, Phi | i p t
thou mayest 0 The Eunich made a profession of faith
same qualification holds true todaB.e | i e v e r falfdls thezgmimand of Christ

Baptism JesuBerformswith the Holy Spirit

The prophecy of John the Baptist is recorded dbatis would bring the Baptism of the Holy
Spiritin all four Gospels and the book of Acts

Matthew 3:11
| indeedbaptizeyou with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than
I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He Wédptizeyou with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Mark 1:8
| indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptizeiyath the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:16
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John answered, saying to all, "l indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming,
whose sandal strap | am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

John 1:33
"l did not know Hm, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see
the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'

Acts 1:45
fAnd, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they shioddghaud from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many daysbhence.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens at the ernof salvation. A new believer normally does
not have any sense that it is happening to them. At the moment of repentance and faith, the Lord
Jesus i mmerses them in the Holy Spirit and they

Paul wrote tothe Corinthians who were divided over matters of water baptism:

(1 Corinthians 1:14.7)
fiNow | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be pejééety together in the
same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this | say, that
every one of you saith, | am of Paul; draf Apollos; and | of Cephas; andf Christ. Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? &ere ye baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that |
baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest any should say that | had baptized in mine own
nane. And | baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, | know not whether | baptized
any otherFor Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospehot with wisdom of
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none éffect.

To this clurch that was divided over the matter of baptism, Paul wrote of the baptism they had in
common. No matter who baptized them in water, all of them had been baptized by the Lord Jesus
at the moment of salvation:

1 Coiinthians12:13
fiFor by one Spirit are svall baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one &pirit.

Paul also taught that this is not ©OMhilethimme t hi ng
sign accompanied he Holy Spirités presence on four occas
case a sign to the Jews. This sign, however, did not normally accompany the baptism of the Holy
Spirit as may be seen later in the same chapter. Inthe samptectimtPaul t aught that da
were baptized by one Spirit into one body, he also taught (by asking a series of questions that all

have a negative answer) that not all speak with unlearned languages.

1 Cotinthians12:28-30
flAnd God hath set some in the church tfagostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles?
Are all prophets?Are all teachersAre all workers of miraclesiave all the gifts of healingDo
all speak with tongues™o all interpret®
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I1-6. Baptism in the Early Church

From Jerusalem to England:
A List of Some of the Early Baptisteries for Immersion
According to the Ancient Préice
By the Command of Jesus Christ

The Jordan Greece
Salona
Ohrid, Macedonia
Jerusalem Orman, Macedonia (Plaosnik)
Mikva 6 o t Philippi, Macedonia
Stobi, Macedonia
Palestine Italy
Jabaliya, Gaza Rome: The Latem Baptistery
Shivta Florence
Mampsis(Mamshith) Milan
Avdat Pisa
Petra Ravenna
Capernaum Verbiana
Tabga
Mt. Nebo France
Aix
Fréjus
Syria Naples
DuraEuropas Nice-Cimienz
Aquileia Riez
St. Jean in Poitiers
Africa
CarthageBir Ftouha) Albania
Koptos Butrint
Shbeitla, Tunesia
Ukraine
Asia Minor Chersonesos, Uvarov Basilica
Alahan, Isauria
Ephesus England
Basilica of St. JCGdnterbusy
Church of the Virgin Wiltshire: Converted Roman
Nemea Villa

Constantinople: Hagia Sophia
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Ohrid, Macedonia

-

Sbeitla, Tunesia

Stobi, Macedonia



